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DO YOUR PART:
MAKE THE CALL

888-888-TIPS
Report Underage Drinking.
Report Adults Providing Alcohol.
Your tips are anonymous and confidential.

Orange Partnership for Alcohol
and Drug Free Youth
In response to community concerns about underage
drinking and drug use in Hillsborough and rural
Orange County, Healthy Carolinians of Orange County
launched our Partnership in 2008. Through community
collaboration, education, policy advocacy and youth
empowerment we seek to change how our community
views underage substance use. The Partnership enjoys the
support of federal, state and local funders including the
Office of National Drug Control Policy and the Orange
County ABC Board, and is housed at Mental Health
America of the Triangle.

Contact us for more information and resources:

www.orangepartnership.org
919-942-8083
Facebook: Safe Homes Network of
the Orange Partnership

DO YOUR PART
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76%

of Orange County parents
report telling their child not to use alcohol,
% of area high school
yet only
students report receiving this message.

38

[OPADFY Parent Survey, 2008 & Orange County Schools’
Communities That Care Survey, 2008]

Underage drinking and drug use is not a rite of passage. Early use of
substances hurts our young people and hurts our community. By working
together, we can help youth succeed and reach their true potential.

PARENTS

RETAILERS

Talk Early and Often

Protecting Our Youth Makes Good Business Sense

Every parent knows that the teen years can be difficult. The
good news is that teenagers think their parents are the MOST
believable source of information about alcohol. [Orange High School

It’s not as difficult as you may think to protect young people
from underage exposure to alcohol. Taking steps to keep our
young people safe will not only help you show others that you
care about our community, it will help you to avoid costly fines
and citations. That’s a win-win for any business.

Alcohol Norms Survey, 2010]

By building strong, open, understanding relationships with your
children at an early age, you can set the stage for staying connected through their teen years. Check out the Orange Partnership
website for tips about how to start and continue the conversation
about the dangers of underage drinking and substance use.

Exposure Increases Risk
Some parents and caregivers believe they are protecting their
children by allowing them to use alcohol in the safety of their
home. Unfortunately, research shows that children and
teenagers who have this kind of access to alcohol are at higher
risk for developing drinking-related problems and dependence
later in life. [McMorris, Catalano et al., 2011]

Join Us
Parents who join the Partnership’s Orange County Safe Homes
Network pledge not to provide alcohol, tobacco or other
substances to teenagers, and to make a reasonable effort to
ensure youth are not obtaining or using these substances in
their homes or on their property. Members
are kept up-to-date on the issue of youth
substance abuse and are provided access
to our network directory for support.
If you know young people who are
interested in joining our efforts,
they can go to our website
to learn more about the
Partnership’s Youth Council.

Safe Stores Initiative
Join other retailers who have made the commitment to
responsible alcohol sales. In return, the partnership will help you:
• Provide your employees the training and information they
need to support your commitment
• Assess your product placement and signage to ensure that it
promotes alcohol sales to adults only
• Establish clear, comprehensive policies related to underage
alcohol and tobacco sales
• Publicize your participation on its website and Facebook page
as well as in the local news.
Contact Orange Partnership to find out how you can join this
initiative and enjoy public recognition for keeping our
children safe.

COMMUNITY
Partner With Us
We welcome other community members, organizations and
local agencies to partner with us to contribute to the solution
of underage drinking and substance use. There are many
ways to work together. Contact us to explore how we can
join efforts to keep our young people safe!

